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   Prince Edward County Pub-
lic Schools has begun the pro-
cess of becoming a professional 
learning community by adopting 
the “Failure Is NOT an Option” 
model. This initiative is based on 
more than a decade of research 
on high-performing schools and 
is founded on the belief that all 
children can learn at a minimum 
grade-level proficiency. Continu-
ous school improvement is guided 
through the use of achievement 
data to make decisions.
   “It is an academic model, but 
also a behavioral and social 
framework. It is a philosophy that 
says we have a responsibility to 
every child to assist them as soon 
as they have difficulty,” said Lau-
ra Williamson, Director of Cur-
riculum and Instruction.

   “It means to have a thought-
fulness about what an individual 
needs to be successful, and to 
provide the resources. Because 
we are working together, focused 
on individual student needs, we 
become a professional learning 
community.”
   There are a number of benefits 
of the “Failure is NOT an Option” 
Professional Learning Communi-
ty, Williamson said. 
   The model provides a system 
for organizing all school initia-
tives and to determine priority of 
focus. It builds on what is already 
working in a school.
   “Failure is NOT an Option”  
facilitates the creation of an in-
tegrated plan for prevention and 
intervention for students who are 
not succeeding.

   “It emphasizes our collective re-
sponsibility for students’ learning 
and our commitment to becoming 
a learning community and im-
prove our learning,” Williamson 
said.

The Six Principles
   There are six principles of sus-
taining a professional learning 
community, which form the core 
foundation of the philosophy,  
are outlined in the book “Failure 
is NOT an Option” by Alan M. 
Blankstein.
    The first is a common mission, 
vision, values and goals.  Shar-
ing a common mission and vi-
sion means that there should be 
consistency in the schools’ daily 
activities and policies, processes, 
and priorities. Prince Edward 
Elementary, Middle and High 
Schools are working to create a 
common, 
   The second principle is ensur-
ing achievement for ALL stu-
dents by developing systems of 
prevention and intervention. This 
means an improvement plan for 
every student should be in place 
and includes systems for quickly 
identifying those in need of inter-
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The Division Superintendent 
of Prince Edward County Public Schools,

Dr. Patricia Watkins,
invites all parents 

of Prince Edward County Public School students
to an important

COMMUNITY FORUM
to discuss accomplishments of 2007-2008,

and
initiatives and budget priorities for 2008-2009

on
Wednesday, March 12, 2008

at 6:30
in the

Middle School Cafeteria
Dinner will be served, 6 p.m.
Child care will be available.

Superintendent, Dr. Patricia 
Watkins, invites parents 
to help set division priorities

STORY TIME Prince Edward County Public Schools Superintendent Dr. Pa-
tricia Watkins reads to pupils in the first-grade classes of Mrs. Mary Anderson, 
Mrs. Pauline Walls-May and Mrs. Carol  Baldwin.

   Prince Edward County Public 
Schools is continuing to move 
from “Good to Great.”  Improv-
ing the performance of a school 
division and providing our stu-
dents with the highest quality 
of education takes the effort and 
support of everyone.  With this 
in mind, Dr. Patricia Watkins, 
Superintendent of Schools, is in-
viting all parents and community 
members to attend a “Communi-
ty Priority Workshop” on March 
12, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. at Prince 

Edward County Middle School.
   The purposes of this Commu-
nity Priority Workshop are to set 
goals for 2008-2009; to develop 
budget priorities; and to engage 
the entire community in the edu-
cational process of the Prince Ed-
ward County Public Schools.
   Letters of invitation and a feed-
back survey have been sent home 
with students.  Parents and the 
community can also complete the 
survey online at www.pecps.k12.
va.us.

PECHS receives Advanced 
Placement (AP) grant

   On Wednesday, Feb. 27, the 
Advanced Placement (AP) Grant 
was formally awarded to Prince 
Edward County Schools.  This 
three-year grant opens a chal-
lenging new frontier for both our 
high school students and teach-
ers by providing professional 
development for our educators 
and rigorous coursework for the 
students.  Receiving this grant to 
meld the Dual Enrollment and AP 
Programs for science and math 
courses is another step forward 
in increasing our students’ com-
petitive edge in college and the 
workforce.  
   Advanced Placement courses 
provide students with an oppor-
tunity to develop college-level 
skills and to possibly earn college 
credits while still in high school.  

The challenging, standardized 
curriculum developed by the Col-
lege Board has made it possible 
for a passing score on an AP exam 
to earn a student college credits in 
over 90 percent of our nation’s 
institutions of higher education.  
Being enrolled in AP coursework 
also improves a student’s chances 
of college acceptance as research 
has shown that the number one 
predictor of student success in 
college is the rigor of the high 
school curriculum.  This impres-
sive program of study is what our 
school needs to provide students 
the highest quality education.  
   Our teachers, administrators and 
School Board have been diligent-
ly working to improve the qual-
ity of education in our schools for 
our children.  I, along with many 
other parents of Prince Edward 
County School students, appreci-
ate and applaud your efforts

by Lisa Burns
Mother of five PECPS students
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Meet PECHS interim 
Principal Barbara Brown
Cheng: When and where were 
you born? 
Brown: When? Quite a few years 
ago [laugh] in Farmville. 
Were you raised here as well? 
   No, my family left Farmville 
when I was three years of age. 
I’ve been in Richmond all my 
life. 
Do you have any hobbies?
   Oh, yes, I have I think quite a 
few. The first one is I play bridge. 
I also play pinochle. . . and I’m 
very good at both. I love to fish. I 
like reading [and] I’m involved in 
a lot of community activities. 
Community activities? What 
organizations do you belong to 
and what do they do?
   I belong to an organization where 
we do a lot of things with interna-
tional activities. We’re working 
on a project called Helping Hands 
for Haiti, where we were provid-
ing clothes and financial aid for 
children to go to school and pro-
viding medical supplies for the 
children in Haiti.
Wow, Haiti. . . so you travel a 
lot, I’m assuming?
   Yes, I have traveled a lot. I was 
a Keizai Koho Fellow to Japan 
in 1992, where I had a chance to 
observe the educational system in 
Japan. On the same trip, I visited 
Thailand, where I had a chance 
to lecture and visit schools. My 
daughter was [there] in the Peace 
Corps, so I had a chance to visit 
with her. I have also taught in 

Russia. I taught algebra to a sev-
enth grade class in Russia in 1997, 
I think it was. And I’ve been to 
Spain a couple of times, Paris, a 
couple of times, Morocco, and a 
month ago, I was in Australia. I 
had a chance to take my picture 
with a koala bear. I also had a 
chance to touch a kangaroo.
So have all your travels been for 
education-related purposes? 
   Oh, the one in Japan was educa-
tional. When I went on the trip to 
Spain, I think the first time I went, 
I went with the foreign language 
students at my middle school in 
Goochland. The second and third 
time I went, to Spain and Paris, 
I went with the social studies 
department at my high school in 
Petersburg. Now, the Alaska trip 
was fun… it was my own per-
sonal trip.  
Are you multilingual?
   Now, I’m not multilingual; 
however, I can say a little Japa-
nese and I can say a little Russian 
and I can say a little French… a 
little German… just a little of ev-
erything…
You mention a daughter . . Do 
you only have one daughter?
   No, I have two daughters. I 
have a younger daughter, who is 
a graduate of Spellman College; 
she went to the Peace Corps in 
Thailand. And then, I have an 
older daughter, who is a graduate 
of Hampton University, and she 
works for the Department of Cor-
rections [and] I have a granddog 
whose name is Bailey Brown.

Where did you go to high 
school?
I finished Virginia Randolph 
High School . . . when I went to 
school, schools were segregated; 
so I finished Virginia Randolph 
High School, one of the best high 
schools in the country - when it 
was operating.
In school, what were your fa-
vorite subjects? 
I had no choice other than math, 
because I had an excellent math 
teacher.  Let me just say, the top 
seven students in my class— all 
of us went to college and majored 
in mathematics. That was how 
good the teacher was.
Did you play any sports?
   I played a lot of tennis, and 
then, I had to stop playing ten-
nis, because 18 years ago I had 
breast cancer surgery, and I can-
not play tennis anymore because 
of my right arm. I used to bowl, 
too - very good bowler… lots of 
strikes. 
What degrees did you earn?  
   I have a bachelor’s degree in 
mathematics from Virginia Union 
University. I also have a master’s 
of education degree in adminis-
tration and supervision from Vir-
ginia Commonwealth University. 
What made you aspire to be-
come an educator? 
   Well, actually, I had no intentions 
of being one - I had my degree in 
straight mathematics. And I was 
at home one day minding my own 
business, and someone called me 
and said, “You know, Mrs. Brown, 

Union). [He] was going to Peters-
burg the next day with his truck-
load of construction workers. 
And so, I hitchhiked my first year 
of college with a group of con-
struction workers [laughs]. But 
had my teacher not checked on 
me, I don’t know where I would 
be today. 
So what are all the jobs that you 
have had?
   I’ve been a mathematics teacher, 
a gifted teacher, and coordinator 
of student activities. I have been 
an elementary, middle and high 
school principal. I was elemen-
tary and middle school principal 
in Goochland, and I was a high 
school principal in Petersburg. I 
taught at Virginia Union Univer-
sity, and I have been an academic 
reviewer and school improvement 
specialist for the Virginia Depart-
ment of Education. And I have 
been the mathematics specialist 
for PECPS.
What do you feel you’re con-
tributing to the PECHS body? 
What do you wish to accomplish 
for PECHS for this semester?
   Well, see, I believe that teach-
ers are professionals. So, one of 
the things I’ve planned to accom-
plish - Number one - in my style 
of dealing with teachers, is treat 
teachers like professionals. Also, 
I want to make sure that I’ve had 
a chance to deal with every stu-
dent issue that comes across my 
desk. And the other thing is to 
quickly react and respond to pa-
rental concerns. And just having 
respect, being fair with everybody 
- with the teachers, students, and 
parents. 
How would you describe your-
self? 
   I think I’m a very easy-going 
person. And I do everything with 
a smile most of the time. Very 
easy to get along with. 

there’s a principal who needs a 
teacher in Caroline County some-
where.” And I said, “Well, I’m 
not working… I’ll just take that.” 
I didn’t stay with that long. I went 
to work for the Virginia Employ-
ment Commission in the Divi-
sion of Research and Statistics. 
Then, my daughter was born - my 
younger daughter, and I decided, 
You know, I want to be home with 
my children in the summer, so I 
decided to take a job in Richmond 
as a math 
t e a c h e r 
and went 
back to 
school to 
get the 
endorse-
ment that 
I needed. 
Why do 
feel so 
strongly about education? 
   I have a passion for it, you 
know? And it’s all because of a 
teacher that I had in high school 
- Mr. Ernest Parker. Well, any-
way, when it came time for me 
to go [to college], I didn’t go. So 
that evening that teacher came to 
my house, because someone had 
called him from the university 
and said that I hadn’t reported. 
And he wanted to know why I had 
not gone. My mother explained to 
him that I didn’t have any way 
to get there or that I didn’t even 
have any money to even go. So he 
went home and he got a suitcase 
that belonged to his wife and he 
brought it back to me - because 
we didn’t have any suitcases - so 
I could pack my clothes to go to 
college. My mother found out 
that a gentleman down the street 
from where I live was going to 
Petersburg (because first, I went 
to Virginia State University, even 
though I graduated from Virginia 

by Cindy Cheng
PECHS student

PECPS Profile

   Nationwide, increasing num-
bers of children are diagnosed 
with mental health issues.  Prince 
Edward County Public Schools is 
working with Madeline Centre to 
develop a day treatment program 
at the middle and high schools to 
provide for the needs of students 
with the more severe mental 
health diagnoses. Madeline Cen-
tre, an agency located in Lynch-
burg, provides school-based sup-
port to children at risk of removal 
from general education classes or 
school.  The day treatment pro-
gram will provide an alternative 

to suspensions, home instruction 
and/or placement for students in 
private day/residential treatment 
centers outside of the division.  
   The services include highly-
skilled professional adolescent 
counseling for at-risk youth.  The 
Madeline Centre’s team of trained 
staff will provide school-based 
support to children at risk of be-
ing removed from the mainstream 
classes.  Counselors will work in-
dividually with a child and with 
groups, coordinate services with 
the school and local agencies, and 
provide crisis management and 
case management for children.  
Staff will monitor student behav-

iors, facilitate staying on task, and 
intervene in situations of conflict. 
Topics typically addressed in 
group counseling include anger 
management, diversity awareness 
and social skills development.    
   School staff will follow a pro-
cedure for referring students and 
obtain written parental consent 
to contact Madeline Centre.  In 
order to be eligible for services, 
children must meet at least two 
of seven requirements established 
by Medicaid.  An example of a 
requirement is that the child has 
difficulty in establishing or main-
taining normal interpersonal rela-
tionships to such a degree that the 

Madeline Centre day treatment program can provide 
alternative to suspensions, hospitalizations

by Alice McCormick
Director of Special Education

   If you would like additional in-
formation concerning the Madeline 
Centre Day Treatment Program at 
Prince Edward County Middle or 
High School, please contact Alice 
McCormick, Director of Special 
Education at (434) 315-2155 or 
alice.mccormick@pecps.k12.va.us.

child is at-risk of hospitalization 
or out-of-home placement be-
cause of conflicts in the home or 
community.      
   Family support is critical to the 
program.  The counselors will 
make monthly in-home visits to 
discuss the progress of a child and 
address family concerns.  Parents 
will be updated weekly through 
telephone calls and letters.  The 
staff will provide mental health 
training to school staff concern-
ing at-risk youth.  They will also 
provide information about access-
ing community resources. 
   The day treatment program has 
the potential to address the needs 

of students in the schools by pro-
viding immediate assistance to 
students and teachers to reduce 
behavioral disruptions and in-
crease academic instruction.  The 
outcomes for the students will be 
improved behavior in the class-
room, appropriate social skills, 
respect for authority, anger man-
agement and coping skills. 
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Seniors earn 
academic 
jackets

Seventy-two Prince Edward 
County High School seniors have 
been awarded PE letter jackets 
in recognition of their academic 
achievements. The students kept 
up a GPA of at least 3.0 through 
the fall of their senior year. The 
students honored were Caitlin 
Abrams, Jay Ailsworth, Elise 
Allen, Siedah Allen, Emily Amos, 
Meghan Banton, Shamika Bowles, 
Amber Bowman, Megan Bu-
chanan, Travis Byrd, April Carter, 
Lakeisha Chambers, Cindy 
Cheng, Charles Coleman, Shakara 
Coles, Aaron Cook, Ra’Shanna 
Couch, Gabrielle Dixon, Travis 
Downes, Rashad Eanes, James 
Early, Carrie Eberly, Ahmed 
Elbasiouni, Samantha Faircloth, 
Hugo Fenaux, Justin Godsey, 
Curry Hackett, Lucy Hargrave, 
Moleeka Harris, Kiara Hartwell, 
Taquorsha Hendricks, Scott Hen-
shaw, Will Hollingsworth, Kiara 
Hurt, Julius Jones, Kevin Jones, 
Samantha Jones, Takiera Jones, 
Whitney Jones, Deanca Jordan, 
Abby Kelsey, Marian Kidd, Justin 
Lafferty, Kierra Lyles, Stacia 
Mahan, John Marion, Samantha 
Mosley, Chris Mossler, Carol 
Putney, Stephanie Redd, Marvin 
Richards, Cameron Robert-
son, Hillary Samaras, Meagan 
Scruggs, Darryl Seale, Tyler Sey-
mour-Hawkins, Erika Singleton, 
Richard Skipwith, Alexandra 
Snead, Derek Thackston, Tedra 
Thompson, Whitney Townsend, 
Jasmine Trent, Chelsey Ward, 
Gabriel Watson, Christina Wells, 
Emily Wells, Ashley Wolfe, Justin 
Womack, and Jocelyn Woodson.

New sense of security

   The Prince Edward County Pub-
lic School division is enhancing 
school safety with security cam-
eras in the schools and on buses 
and with the use of an electronic 
visitor ID system.
   After several break-ins and in-
cidents of pranks and vandalism 
at the high school over the last 
few years, school division leaders 
sought to increase the division’s 
capability to provide a safe envi-
ronment for employees and stu-
dents.   
  The new security plan includes 
cameras in strategic locations 
inside and outside of the high 

school and the Career Technical 
Center. Buzzers have been added 
to certain doors to control access 
into the building. 
   The high school security sys-
tem was installed in January. It is 
the goal of the division to secure 
all the division’s facilities in the 
same manner in the very near fu-
ture.
   Although security cameras have 
been working on buses for sev-
eral years, new digital cameras 
will use DVRs and hard drives in 
place of the old video cassette sys-
tem.  Each bus will have a three-
camera system. One camera will 
record the driver and door area, 
showing who gets on and off the 
bus.  Two additional cameras will 

Bus and building cameras, visitor IDs  

   Beginning with the 2008-2009 
school year, middle school stu-
dents will be exposed to a more 
rigorous curriculum in both for-
eign language and math.  
   As a means to help prepare our 
children for college, students will 
be able to acquire high school 
credits before leaving the middle 
school.  Our goal for the 2008-
2009 school year is to have 85 
percent of our eighth grade stu-
dents enrolled in either Algebra 
or Geometry.  

Getting a head start 
at the Middle School

   Presently, students in grades 7 
and 8 are offered Spanish, Ger-
man and Latin.  Next year, our 
plan is to expose all 5th grade 
students to these European cul-
tures and languages.  Fifth and 
sixth grade students will rotate 
through Latin, German and Span-
ish classes every six weeks, al-
lowing them the opportunity to 
choose their culture of interest by 
7th grade.  We encourage all stu-
dents to take advantage of these 
opportunities.

Don’t miss school announcements and information!
Visit the PECPS web site.

http://www.pecps.k12.va.us

be positioned to monitor student 
activity on the bus.
   The school system is also pre-
paring to purchase a visitor man-
agement system, which will elec-
tronically check visitor IDs at the 
door of each school. Visitors will 
scan a driver’s license or other 
approved ID.  The system checks 
the ID against data bases, includ-
ing one for registered sex offend-
ers, logs the visitor in, and prints 
out a visitor’s pass with a photo 
and the date and time of arrival.  
This system could also be used 
to log in tardy students and issue 
passes. 
   All these systems will be in 
place by the time school starts in 
August.

by Richard Goode
Director of Support Services
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Brain Sports
Robotics team coach Beverly Newman and team mentor 
Arsenio Evans prepare to pack the team’s robot, named 
Phoenix, for shipment to Richmond for regional FIRST 
Robotics Competition (FRC) in early March.  The FRC 
program challenges high school students to develop a 
solution to an engineering problem. The competitions 
combine practical applications of science and technology 
with the fun, energy and excitement of a sporting event.  
Above, Newman demonstrates Phoenix’s ability to perform 
this year’s challenge, picking a large ball off an overhead 
framework, carrying it around a track and rolling or toss-
ing it over the finish line ahead of the other robots.  The 
2008 FRC program will reach 33,000 students, representing 
1,500 teams which come from every state in the U.S. and six 
other countries. About 300 teams will qualify for the cham-
pionship round in Atlanta. Robotics team members, who 
built and will compete with the robot, are Eric Weyel, Jay 
Ailsworth, William Hollingsworth, Christian Banks, Julius 
Jones, Tevin Jones, Cainan Townsend, LaDonna Randolph 
and Amber Goode.

vention. A continuum of support 
and targeted strategies for low 
achievers are developed through 
the shared involvement and re-
sponsibility of all stakeholders. 
A priority is closing the achieve-
ment gap. 
   The third principle is collabora-
tive teaming focused on teaching 
and learning. This principle means 
that faculty and staff view them-
selves as a community of learners 
in the common pursuit of improv-
ing teaching and learning that re-
sults in improved achievement. 
Prince Edward teams of teachers 
at each grade level work together 
to help each other improve their 
teaching practice. They align their 
goals with the school and district. 
Our school division embraces 
collaborative problem-solving as 
a vehicle to improve outcomes for 
every teacher and student.
   The fourth principle involves 
using data to guide decision mak-

PRINCIPLES 
from page 1

ing and continuous improvement. 
Prince Edward teachers are mak-
ing decisions based on informa-
tion from analyzing relevant, 
timely, disaggregated data from 
common benchmark or classroom 
assessments. Baseline data is used 
to identify goals and strategies de-
veloped to improve achievement. 
Teachers develop intervention 
plans for students and test their 
progress using pre- and post- as-
sessment data.
   The fifth principle is gaining 
active engagement from family 
and community. Prince Edward 
Schools invites and welcomes 
parent and community involve-
ment and active participation in 
school activities. A number of 
family and community events 
have been held and are planned 
to inform and engage all stake-
holders in the school community. 
This includes bus safety meetings 
held within the various communi-
ties in the county during the fall 
of 2007. Through Community 
Forums, such as the Parent Panel 
on Teens in the Twenty-first Cen-

tury held in October, PECPS is 
reaching out to the community 
for feedback and input. Another 
Community Forum is planned for 
March 12 at 6:30 p.m. at Prince 
Edward Middle School to solicit 
feedback and input for division 
priorities. All parents and inter-
ested community representatives 
are invited to attend.
   The sixth principle is building 
sustainable leadership capacity. 
Leadership extends beyond the 
responsibility of the district and 
building administrator. Prince 
Edward Schools is developing 
system-wide procedures and 
protocols to support continuous 
improvement over time. Teacher 
leaders at the elementary, middle 
and high school level are under-
going comprehensive training to 
conduct Teacher Classroom Walk-
throughs. They are following the 
protocols developed by the UCLA 
Management School and working 
with Dr. Laureen Cervone and 
Dr. Juan Lopez to model the pro-
tocols with their peers. Teachers 
volunteer to host classroom walk-

throughs which seek to answer an 
essential question, such as “What 
is the evidence that students are 
engaged in their own learning?”

Putting principles into practice
   Prince Edward school adminis-
trators, teachers, support staff and 
students are studying, discussing 
and putting the six principles into 
practice. An organization does 
not become a learning commu-
nity overnight and the school di-
vision is working hard to put the 
principles into practice through 
book study, discussion groups, 
visual reminders and workshop 
speakers. 
   A team of teachers and admin-
istrators from Prince Edward 
Middle and High Schools partici-
pated in training in July to begin 
planning for the implementation. 
Opening convocation for the 
school division was highlighted 
by a keynote presentation by 
Dr. Hector Montenegro, Super-
intendent, Isleta School District 
in Texas, where all the schools 
have achieved Blue Ribbon status 

through the “Failure is NOT an 
Option” process. 
   Professional development dur-
ing the pre-school week for teach-
ers, paraprofessionals and admin-
istrators included presentations 
by Dr. Barry Beers on The Learn-
er-Driven Classroom, Dr. Edwin 
Nichols on Improving School 
Culture by Building Relation-
ships, VEA Staff on Creating a 
Positive Classroom Environment 
and Kathy Houston of the HOPE 
Foundation on the Six Principles 
of “Failure is NOT an Option.” 
During the Jan. 4 division-wide 
professional development day, 
Dr. Scott Taylor, principal of 
award-winning Crestwood Ele-
mentary School in St. Louis, Mis-
souri shared the strategies that he 
has used to build a professional 
learning community focused on 
student achievement. Training 
for teacher leaders has contin-
ued throughout the year through 
workshops led by Dr. Calanthia 
Tucker, Washington, D.C.. 
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   Fast Track, Millionaire, World 
Cup - sounds like gaming? Edu-
cational gaming is becoming in-
creasingly popular in K-12 educa-
tion and in Prince Edward County 
Public Schools. 
   Each school has Qwizdom, a set 
of student response devices that 
allows students to interact with 
curriculum through reviews, quiz-
zes and games. Student response 
devices are similar to remote con-
trols and designed to engage all 
students in classroom activities.
   “Using Qwizdom in the class-
room enabled my students to get 
excited about reviewing for the 
SOL. After using Qwizdom, for 
just a couple of days in the class-
room, I noticed that more and 
more of my students were an-
swering the questions correctly. 
Even after we took the SOL, my 
students wanted to use Qwizdom 
during class,” biology teacher 
Natalie Werda said.
   English teacher Katherine Cole 
likes to use Qwizdom, because 
her students retain information 
when they are challenged and 
Qwizdom has proven to help 
students remember various facts, 
from characters in a work of lit-
erature to grammar terms. It has 
even helped them make sense of 
difficult plot lines, like that in 
Shakespeare’s “Macbeth,” Cole 
said.

   Gaming has also been used in 
business classes for the past sev-
eral years through the use of Vir-
tual Business, a simulation which 
teaches economics, management 
and marketing skills.
   West Virginia schools have in-
corporated Dance Dance Revo-
lution (DDR), a popular arcade 
game, into the health and physi-
cal education curriculum. Prince 
Edward students will be dancing 
their way to better health, as DDR 
has been purchased for the high 
school. 
   Interactive white boards are 
used in many school, eliminat-
ing the traditional chalk or white-
board. Teachers and students can 
create, record and review content 
with the touch of a finger or spe-
cial pen.  One Smart Interactive 
whiteboard is located in each 
school. Kindergarten teacher Em-
alee Owens is a regular user of 
the Smart technology.
   “Using the Smartboard with my 
kindergarten students has engaged 
students. The Smartboard is just 
like a computer screen, only it is 
projected onto a whiteboard that 
responds to touch, just as it would 
respond to the mouse of the com-
puter. I have students who are not 
at all eager to participate in the 
classroom using the traditional 
methods, but who are enthusiastic 
and eager to participate using the 
Smartboard,” Owens said.
   A new Smartboard was installed 
in the Yearbook/German class-
room at the high school as part 

of the VCU T-TAC “Flip that 
Classroom” competition won by 
teachers Kathryn Orth and Janet 
Miller. A set of Senteo student re-
sponse devices was donated to the 
high school by Region 8 Teacher 
of the Year Wanda Bass, and Orth 
and Miller are excited about in-
corporating these devices in their 
instruction.
   The division is currently “test-
driving” two Promethean Interac-
tive Whiteboards in the middle 
school and the high school. The 
products being tested include the 
Activboard, student response de-
vices, and the Activslate - a wire-
less, fully integrated mini-board, 
small enough to sit on a desk or to 
move around the classroom. 
   The Instructional Technology 
Resources Teacher (ITRT) team 
and classroom teachers are care-
fully scrutinizing interactive so-
lutions to ensure their best use in 
teaching and learning. ITRTs are 
licensed teachers with technology 
expertise who provide on-demand 
classroom assistance and profes-
sional development for teachers 
and staff throughout the system.
   Today’s students are often 
dubbed “digital natives,” because 
they have never known life with-
out technology. The division is 
dedicated to providing opportuni-
ties for students to use technology 
in learning, by acquiring the ap-
propriate equipment and training 
teachers in its use.

by Mary Beth Blessing
Instructional Technology

Resource Teacher

Technology use on increase
in PECPS classrooms

HSC LAX TEAM VISITS SECOND GRADE  Coach Ray Rostan and members of the Hampden-Sydney College 
lacrosse team and staff visited with second grade students at Prince Edward County Elementary School recently. The second 
grade students were learning about the contributions of Native Americans, as well as reading a Muskogee legend. Coach Ros-
tan shared the history of lacrosse and the players demonstrated the skills involved with the sport.

   For a long time students, faculty members and parents 
have been concerned about the conditions of Prince Ed-
ward County High School football field and other athletic 
areas.  
   With lack of funds in the budget to address this situation, 
PECPS Superintendent Dr. Patricia Watkins has decided 
to investigate the possibility of conducting a Capital Cam-
paign to secure funds for the improvements.
  In February, eighteen community, business, university 
and parent representatives met to provide feedback on 
the possibility of the school system engaging in a Capital 
Campaign.  The discussion also centered on previous stud-
ies and efforts that have not been implemented.
   Based on the feedback from the participants, Dr. Watkins 
and the school division are encouraged to continue their 
efforts in securing funds for this project.  The participants 
gave the school division the task of developing a compre-
hensive plan that includes pictures of the desired athletic 
complex.

Division studies need
for athletic complex; 
capital campaign 
a possibility 

  Prince Edward County Middle School is proud to announce the 
school’s first Intramural Program.  Students may choose to play flag 
football, soccer or ping-pong.  In the spring, students will have an op-
portunity to participate in basketball.  The philosophy of the Prince 
Edward Middle School Intramural Program is to provide students an 
opportunity to participate in activities “without a win-at-all-cost at-
mosphere.” Students are able to develop or refine skills in a variety of 
activities. The intramural program adds a new dimension to a child’s 
education by improving self-esteem, stimulating other interests, and 
providing students the opportunity to achieve individual and team 
goals. While developing a sense of sportsmanship and fair play, they 
acquire knowledge and skills required for the future.
   The goals of the middle school intramural program are:
•  to have fun
•  to provide an opportunity for students to develop sportsmanship and 
fair play
•  to provide instruction and reinforce skills learned in the physical 
education program
•  to promote an understanding and insight into the value of physical 
fitness for a healthy lifestyle
•  to encourage all students to participate
•  to give students an opportunity to have social interaction in a con-
structive environment.
   Students play an important role in the administration of the intramural 
program by selecting teams, assisting in refereeing games and promot-
ing the program. This enhances student leadership and responsibility. 
This active role is reinforced through the continuous cooperation and 
advice from the intramural co-sponsors.
   Intramural co-sponsors are middle school teachers who have volun-
teered their time because of their interest and dedication to the middle 
school philosophy of the intramural program. They stimulate creative 
and energetic activities that provide an opportunity for participants to 
broaden their leisure pursuits, thereby increasing the quality of life for 
today and the future.
   All sessions are held after school. Bus transportation is provided for 
all scheduled events.
   Parents are invited and encouraged to come and support their chil-
dren, school, and the intramural program.

Intramural program begins
at the Middle School
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Eagles at a glance
PECPS people and programs

   Each Saturday during the month 
of February, students at Prince 
Edward County Middle School 
had the opportunity to review re-
search-based writing techniques.  
This writing camp reviewed the 
writing process and sharpened 
test-taking skills. Students were 
admitted to the program based on 
teacher recommendations or pa-
rental requests.

Writing wizards

National Honor Society inducts 21 PECHS students
The Prince Edward County High School chapter of the National Honor Society tapped 21 new members in a ceremony Feb. 28.  
Inducted were Megan Buchanan, Gabrielle Dixon, Julius Jones, Cameron Robertson, Justin Womack, Elizabeth Byrnes, Mark 
Campbell, Elizabeth Chassey, Daniel Cook, Rushea Dove, Evan French, Jayce Gaines, Janaana Holmes, Marcia Jennings, 
Caitlin O’Connor, Paige Oliver, Tocarro Robinson, Hannah Sedgwick, Shawn Shepherd, Zach Toone and Eric Trent.

Teachers led by Mrs. Maida 
Wood-Davis and Ms. Cindy Han-
cock-Carden held a multicultural 
food festival Feb. 13 at Prince 
Edward County High School. 
Participants brought food repre-
senting their ethnic or national 
heritage, and enjoyed a variety of  
specialties, including homemade 
biscuits, baked ham, sushi, lasa-
gna and a variety of casseroles 
and salads from cultures around 
the globe. Above, PECHS stu-
dent Shanika Epperson was one 
of Mr. Donald McClelland’s food 
occupations students who helped 
serve.

Multicultural
foodfest

Dr. Roy Echeverria, Director of 
Accountability and Research, 
has been invited to participate in 
a National Science Foundation 
Proposal Review Panel. NSF re-
view panels provide advice and 
recommendatios concerning pro-
posals submitted to the NSF for 
financial support.  With an annual 
budget of about $5.92 billion, the 
NSF is the funding source for ap-
proximately 20 percent of all fed-
erally supported basic research 
conducted by America’s colleges 
and universities.

Echeverria to serve 
on NSF panel

PECMS eighth grader Carter 
Chassey won the school-level 
competition for the National Geo-
graphic Bee in January. Carter is 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Chassey. The school-level bee is 
the first round in the 20th annual 
c o m p e t i -
tion spon-
sored by the 
N a t i o n a l 
Geographic 
Society for 
grades four 
t h r o u g h 
e i g h t . 
Carter will 
now take 
the state written test. Other win-
ners were Davion Welton-Boxley 
and John Henshaw, grade four; 
Russ Chassey and Taylor Win-
borne, grade five; Sara Dunning 
and Haylee Lewis, grade six; and 
Colin Werth and Isaac Keohane, 
grade seven.

Eighth grader
Carter Chassey wins
geography bee

Members of the PECHS chapter 
of the National Honor Society 
performed 475.5 hours of vol-
unteer service during the fall se-
mester. Each member is required 

NHS seniors clock
475.5 service hours

The Spring Science Academy 
for Grade 8 students at Prince 
Edward County Middle School 
will begin Saturday, April 5, and 
continue each Saturday through 
May 3. The Standards of Learn-
ing from grades 6, 7 and 8 which 
are tested on the Grade 8 science 
test frorm the curriculum for the 
Academy. Dates and topics for 
the series are:

April 5    Scientific Investigation
April 12   Physical and Chemical 
  Changes
April 19   Life Systems
April 16   Ecosystems
May 3   Earth/Space Systems

Lessons are planned which are 
hands-on, engaging and inter-
esting to students. Students and 
parents will receive applications 
March 1. Registrations should be 
completed quickly as class size 
will be limited. Bus transporta-
tion will be provided to selected 
Activity Stops throughout the 
county. For additional informa-
tion, contact Michael Earl, PEC-
MS principal, 315-2120.

Spring Science 
Academy at MS
starts Apr. 5

The Prince Edward County Public 
Schools recently formed a part-
nership with Radford University 
and Lynchburg College to offer 
course work for an endorsement 
in Early Childhood Special Edu-
cation. Two courses were offered 
during the winter 2008 session, 
via video conferencing. Two more 
are planned for Fall 2008.  For 
more information call the school 
Board office at 315-2100.

PECPS partners 
with Radford U.,
Lynchburg College

The PECHS forensics team for 
capturing the Southside District 
championship. First place win-
ners were Marvin Richards Jr. 
for Domestic Extemporaneous 
Speaking, Jordan Bynum for Dra-
matic Interpretation, Emily Wells 
for Humorous Interpretation; Ra-
chel Thomson for Prose; Paige 
Oliver for Impromptu, and Khiry 
Palmer and Katisha Sargeant for 
Duo Interpretation. Other win-
ners were Alicia Moseley, second 
place Poetry; Zach Toone, second 
place Humorous Interpretation; 
Whitney Fisher, second place 
Storytelling; Gabby Dixon, sec-
ond place Foreign Extemporane-
ous Speaking; Rachael Winston, 
second place Domestic Extem-
poraneous Speaking; and Kylie 
Dyer, third place Impromptu.

PECHS yearbook 
garners CSPA gold
The 2007 PECHS Eagle Year-
book, for earning a Gold Medal 
rating in the Columbia Scholastic 
Press Association school publica-
tions evaluations.CSPA critiques 
student newspapers, yearbooks, 
literary magaziness and electron-
ic media from all 50 states, judg-
ingthem against a standard. The 
Gold Medaol rating is the highest 
rating.

to volunteer for at least 15 hours 
each semester. Members of the 
NHS recording service hours 
were Elise Allen, Siedah Allen, 
Emily Amos, Meghan Banton, 
Travis Byrd, April Carter, chap-
ter historian Cindy Cheng, Aaron 
Cook, Travis Downes, James Ear-
ly, Carrie Eberly, Hugo Fenaux, 
Curry Hackett, chapter president 
Lucy Hargrave, Tyler Hawkins, 
Scott Henshaw, Abby Kelsey, 
Marian Kidd, chapter secretary 
Stacia Mahan, John Marion, 
chapter vice-president Marvin 
Richards, Alexandra Snead, Der-
ek Thackston, Tedra Thompson 
and Chelsey Ward.

Forensics team
captures district
championship

Two sophomore members of the 
PECHS chapter of the Future 
Business Leaders of America 
have been elected to regional of-
fices.  Courtney Garrett was elect-
ed vice-president and Chelsea 
Parent was elected secretary of 
the Longwood Region. The chap-
ter continues its fund-raising ac-
tivities on behalf of Project ASK, 
the Association for the Support of 
Children with Cancer, by selling 
sports beads and working conces-
sion stands at sporting events..

FBLA members 
elected to regional 
offices

At PECES, 989 students are 
participating in the Accelerated 
Reading Program.  So far this 
school year, their teachers report 
that students have read more than 
25,000 books, containing nearly 
50 million words. Kindergartners 
and Pre-K pupils have read 641 
books, totaling 92,825 words. 
First-graders have read 3,569 
books, adding up to 677,995 
words. Second-graders have 
read 7,658 books, for a total of 
5,154,929 words.  Third graders 
have read 7.183 books, contain-
ing 11,122,769 words. Fourth-
graders have read fewer books, at 
6,420, but their books are longer, 
adding up to 32,816,286 words. 
The school has held special read-
ing events, including Holiday 
A.R. Night, when kids came to 
read and take quizzes in their pa-
jamas and slippers, and Chapter 
Book Week, which included prize 
drawings.

Books and words
adding up at PECES
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   More than 200 Prince Edward 
County High School students 
received awards for their aca-
demic performance during the 
fall semester. Teachers presented 
the awards at an assembly in 
January. Receiving awards in the 
following subjects were:

Beginning Band: Candice 
Marshall, Philip Tucker, Tamone 
Vaughn
Music Appreciation: Julius 
Jones, Marcus Watson, Gregory 
Hutton
French I: Kiara Hurt, Chris 
Pelland
French II: Lucinda Watson, 
Kevin Jones
French III:  Daniel Cook,                 
Elise Allen, Derek Thackston
French IV:  Chris Mossler
German I: Antonio Banks, Sha-
ronda Baker
German III: Lydia Bass, Mat-
thew Covington, Jan Holmes
German IV: Tedra Thompson
Latin I:   Samantha Burroughs
Latin II:  McKenzie Brastow
Special Recognition for 
Achievement at the State Latin 
Convention: McKenzie Brastow, 
LaDonna Randolph
Quiz Bowl Special Achieve-
ment: Travis Downes, Jay 
Ailsworth, Lamont Redd, Jesse 
Schrader, Robert Garcia, Michael 
Ross, Matthew Covington, Abi-
gail Bowman, Amanda Favret, 
Courtney Garrett and Matthew 
Breckinridge  
Spanish 1: Samantha Riggle-
man. Whitney Fisher, E’ Sean 
Pamplin, Michael Marshall
Spanish 2: Evan French, Kristin 
Aitken
Math achievement: 
Normand Adams, Aman-
da Neese, Apryl Allen,                                 
Tevin Jones, Melanie Fair-
cloth,  Brenda Richards, Kristin 
Aitken, Latasha Branch, Shan-
non Burke, Whitney Fisher,                                                
Magy Rosea, Rakendra Logan,                                                   
Louis Gould, Andrew Moore,        
Jolonda Able, Shadae Childress,
Erin Gansert, Joseph Gills, 
Xavier Harrison, Chelsea Parent, 
Donte Taylor, Charles Miller, 
Derek Peppler, Joshua Sibold,                                                                                 
Laura Sawyer
Pre-Algebra/Algebra: Joseph 
Saunders, Joel Morales, Kevin 
Adams, Matthew Hays, Jermaine 
Saez 
Math: Michael Daniels
Trigonometry/Precalculus:                                                   
Matthew Covington, Bradley 
Lowe

Algebra II: McKenzie Brastow,    
Kylie Dyer, Casey Burns, Chris-
topher Duann, Jasma Haskins, 
Victoria Helton, Mariah Monk,  
Maary Nunnally, Uttam Patel, 
Cassie Bass, Victoria Carter, 
Alice Frye, Aundrea Hick, 
Samantha Riggleman, Shamanda 
Washington, Lucinda Watson
Algebra I: Aritz Aldecoa, Quala-
siha Coles, Jadesha Gilliam, 
Valente Davon, Sarah Kings-
ley, Rachel Thomson, Cainan 
Townsend, Rebecca Zeledon, 
Khari Cousins
Algebra I, Part 2, Academic 
achievement: Shavonda Baker, 
Miranda Richardson,  Jalesha 
Berkley, Tysha Shepherdson,   
Mahera Smith, Amanda New-
man,  Carrie Frank Special 
Recognition: Brittany Hatcher, 
Kenneth Krall, Anthony 
Sprague, Rhonda Sims, John 
Goforth, Ryan Croner,  Brittany 
Barber-Mayo Participation:  
Brittany Goldman, Tomeika 
Taylor, Knight Quashon, Shelva 
Hawkes, Tamone Vaughan
Algebra I, Part 1: Ladonna 
Randolph-Moorman, Justin West, 
Ieashia Royal
Social Studies: Paris Jones, 
Thomas White
9th Grade Honors World 
History I: Darius Ford, Kenzie 
Brastow 
10th grade Honors World His-
tory II: Mariah Monk, Amanda 
Favret 
History: Sarah Kingsley, Syeda 
Cooper, Darius Ford, Kiara Hurt, 
Deanna Barham, Valente Gray, 
Holly Wakefield, Paul Trent, 
Darryl Seale, Moleeka Harris, 
Will Hollingsworth, Hannah 
Sedgwick, Cordarus Sprague, 
Joseph Urso, Bryan Lewis
World History I: Janaana Hol-
mes, Ladonna Randolph-Moor-
man, Chelsi Burger, Dominique 
Johnson, Brittany Lynch, Rachel 
Overstreet
Dual Enrollment English 
111/112: Tedra Thompson, Holly 
Wakefield, Cindy Cheng, Marvin 
Richards
Honors English 11:  Marcia Jen-
nings,  Daniel Cook
English: Joshua Banks, Amy 
Miller, Dominique Barsallo, 
Qualashia Coles, Syeda Cooper, 
Brittany Lynch
Honors World Lit I: Aritz Alde-
coa, Victoria Carter,  McKenzie 
Brastow, Kylie Dyer, Kiara Hurt, 
Rachel Thomson, Dylan Abrams, 
Shannon Burke
Reading 9: Octavius Walker, 

Dominick Smith
English 9: Nakeace Harris, 
Brandon MacEachron, Latasha 
Sims, Sontael Stokes, Jadesha 
Gilliam, Malcolm Cooper, Jack-
ela Hickson, Thomas Overton, 
Kendra Watkins, Crystal Jones, 
Marcus Carter, Brandon Rogers, 
Tomeika Taylor, Jessica Biggers, 
Shanice Jackson, Bryce Lip-
scomb, Josh West
English 10: Dav’Vatek Lang-
horne, Jasiri Kemp 
English 12: Deanca Jordan, 
Shamika Bowles, Zamara Lopez, 
Arthur Rolle, Sabrina Hicks, 
Gregg Hutton, Tyrienne Jones, 
Andre` Oliver, Jennifer Paris, 
Jasmine Trent, Gabriel Watson, 
Takiera Jones, Ashlie Baldwin, 
Lakiesha Chambers, Moleeka 
Harris, Robin LeWarne, Nashan 
Lipscomb, Latasha Monroe, 
Maracus Watson, Roger Pride, 
Stephanie Redd, Angela Whita-
ker, Jocelyn Woodson, Kelly 
Green
Journalism: Jessica Kennedy
Newspaper: Cindy Cheng
Speech/Debate: Emily Stringfel-
low
Drama: Amber Welch, Sam 
Jones
Honors Earth Science
Dylan Abrams, Sarah Kingsley 
Earth Science: E’Sean Pamplin,
Jessica Biggers
Advanced Proficiency on SOL 
Earth Science Test:  Dylan 
Abrams, Khari Cousins, Sarah 
Kingsley, Lucas Munson, Chris-
topher Pelland, Rachel Thomson, 
E’Sean Pamplin
Biology: Natasa Watson, Hans 
Duann, Whitney Fisher, Jamar 
Simmons, Jessica Robinson, 
Davon Simmons
Chemistry: Daniel Cook, Evan 
French

Accounting: Moleeka Harris
Word Processing: Courtney 
Garrett, Stacia Mahan
Horticulture: Emily Amos, 
Tynesha Walker, Deanca Jordan, 
Phillip Thompson, Jasiri Kemp,
Whitney Simpson,  Micshaun 
Davis
Keyboarding:
Justin Pippen, Latricia Redd, 
Shawn Hill, Adrian McKay, 
Bryce Lipscomb
Finance: Marcia Jennings, Paige 
Oliver, Shakara Coles, Charles 
Holman, Jesse Schrader, Brent 
Wagner, Robin LeWarne, Siedah 
Allen, Jasmine Trent, Wendy 
Hurt, Ieshia Miller, Shamar 

Hawkes
Busness Law/Marketing: Kylie 
Dyer, Cordarus Sprague, Chelsea 
Parent, Kiara Hurt, Hillary 
Samaras, Aritz Aldecoa, Brandon 
MacEachron, Jessica Kennedy, 
Zamara Lopez
Office Administration: Jessica 
Wilmouth
Medical Systems Administra-
tion: Reba Hamlin
Note Taking: Shantel Watkins
Photography: Emily Wells, 
Alice Frye
Art: Catelyn Gray, Rashawn 
Johnson, Chelsey Ward, Kelly 
Dickerson, Christina Wells, 
Bradley Morris, Morgan Dixon

PECHS students earn academic 
recognition for fall semester

POETIC JUSTICE PECHS senior Andre Oliver recites his original poem 
“Ain’t I Human” at the Black History Month Assembly, “The Road to Multicultur-
alism.”  The assembly also included performances by the school chorus and drum-
line, an enactment of a poem by Mr. Edward Newby and demonstrations of the art 
forms of Black history, followed by talent performances by students and staff.

Helping hands
Parent volunteer Jim Anema 
displays one of the �5 brackets 
that he designed, built and 
installed to hold DVD play-
ers under the wall-mounted 
television sets at Prince Edward 
County Elementary School. 
Anema has children at all three 
county schools.
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Dates to remember
March 15 - Pro Wrestling comes to Farmville! The After-Prom Committee will be sponsoring Pro 
 Wrestling on Saturday,  March 15 at PECMS. The wrestlers will be available for pictures and 
 autographs starting at 6 p.m. The matches start at 8 p.m. Come out and support the After-Prom.

April 19 - PECHS Junior-Senior Prom and After-Prom Party

The SAT will be given on the following dates:
May 3, offered at PECHS, April 1 registration deadline
June �, offered at Longwood University , 6 May registration deadline

The ACT will be given on the following dates:
April 12, offered at Fuqua, March 7 registration deadline
June 14, May 9 registration deadline
For further information on the SAT and ACT, call the PECHS Guidance Office at 315-2130

May 23 - PECHS Graduation, 7 p.m. in the PECMS gym


